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An Executive Order designed to strengthen the con- Presidential Directive 
duct and administration of the scientific research and On Research Issued 


development programs of the various departments and 
agencies of the Federal Government was issued by President Eisenhower on March 17. 
In a covering statement, the President said in part: 


"This order will, for the first time, set in motion important 
steps leading to a thorough and continuing review of the status of 
the Federal Government's activities in science, and thus enable the 
Government, together with industry, higher education, and the 
scientific community to move forward with assurance toward the 
achievement of the Nation's goals. 


"I expect and believe that this order will clarify the position 
of the Government toward the support and advancement of science in the 
Nation, and that it will contribute in a constructive sense to the 
development of our national policy in this important and critical 
area." 


This Executive Order is of such importance to colleges and universities 
conducting Federally supported research that it is reproduced in full. 


ADMINISTRATION OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
BY AGENCIES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 


WHEREAS the security and welfare of the United States depend increasingly 
upon the advancement of knowledge in the sciences; and 


WHEREAS useful applications of science to defense, humanitarian, and 
other purposes in the Nation require a strong foundation in basic scientific 
knowledge and trained scientific manpower; and 


WHEREAS the administration of Federal scientific research programs 
affecting institutions of learning must be consistent with the preservation of 
the strength, vitality, and independence of higher education in the United 
States; and 


WHEREAS, in order to conserve fiscal and manpower resources, it is nec- 
essary that Federal scientific research programs be administered with all 
practicable efficiency and economy; and 


WHEREAS the National Science Foundation has been established by law for 
the purpose, among others, of developing and encouraging the pursuit of an 
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appropriate and effective national policy for the promotion of basic research 
and education in the sciences: 


NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States, it is hereby ordered as follows: 


Section 1. The National Science Foundation (hereinafter referred to as 
the Foundation) shall from time to time recommend to the President policies for 
the Federal Government which will strengthen the national scientific effort and 
furnish guidance toward defining the responsibilities of the Federal Government 
in the conduct and support of scientific research. 


Section 2. The Foundation shall continue to make comprehensive studies 
and recommendations regarding the Nation's scientific research effort and its 
resources for scientific activities, including facilities and scientific per- 
sonnel, and its foreseeable scientific needs, with particular attention to the 
extent of the Federal Government's activities and the resulting effects upon 
trained scientific personnel. In making such studies, the Foundation shall make 
full use of existing sources of information and research facilities within the 
Federal Government. 


Section 3. The Foundation, in concert with each Federal agency concerned, 
shall review the scientific research programs and activities of the Federal 
Government in order, among other purposes, to formulate methods for strengthen- . 
ing the administration of such programs and activities by the responsible agencies,| 
and to study areas of basic research where gaps or undesirable overlapping of 
support may exist, and shall recommend to the heads of agencies concerning the 
support given to basic research. 


Section 4. As now or hereafter authorized or permitted by law, the Founda- 
tion shall be increasingly responsible for providing support by the Federal 
Government for general-purpose basic research through contracts and grants. The 
conduct and support by other Federal agencies of basic research in areas which 
are closely related to their missions is recognized as important and desirable, 
especially in response to current national needs, and shall continue. 


Section 5. The Foundation, in consultation with educational institutions, 
the heads of Federal agencies, and the Commissioner of Education of the Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, shall study the effects upon educational in- 
stitutions of Federal policies and administration of contracts and grants for 
scientific research and development, and shall recommend policies and procedures 
which will promote the attainment of general national research objectives and 
realization of the research needs of Federal agencies while safeguarding the 
strength and independence of the Nation's institutions of learning. 


Section 6. The head of each Federal agency engaged in scientific research 
shall make certain that effective executive, organizational, and fiscal practices 
exist to ensure (a) that the Foundation is consulted on policies concerning the 
support of basic research, (b) that approved scientific research programs conducted 
by the agency are reviewed continuously in order to preserve priorities in researc 
efforts and to adjust programs to meet changing conditions without imposing un- 
necessary added burdens on budgetary and other resources, (c) that applied re- 
search and development shall be undertaken with sufficient consideration of the 
underlying basic research and such other factors as relative urgency, project 
costs, and availability of manpower and facilities, and (d) that, subject to 
considerations of security and applicable law, adequate dissemination shall be 
made within the Federal Government of reports on the nature and progress of re- 
search projects as an aid to the efficiency and economy of the overall Federal 
scientific research program. 
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Section 7. Federal agencies supporting or engaging in scientific research 
shall, with the assistance of the Foundation, cooperate in an effort to improve 
the methods of classification and reporting of scientific research projects and 
activities, subject to the requirements of security of information. 


Section 8. To facilitate the efficient use of scientific research equip- 
ment and facilities held by Federal agencies: 


(a) the head of each such agency engaged in scientific research shall, to 
the extent practicable, encourage and facilitate the sharing with other Federal 
agencies of major equipment and facilities; 


(b) a Federal agency shall procure new major equipment or facilities for 
scientific research purposes only after taking suitable steps to ascertain that 
the need cannot be met adequately from existing inventories or facilities of its 
own or of other agences; and 


(c) the Interdepartmental Committee on Scientific Research and Development 
shall take necessary steps to ensure that each Federal agency engaged directly 
in scientific research is kept informed of selected major equipment and facilities 
which could serve the needs of more than one agency. Each Federal agency possessing 
such equipment and facilities shall maintain appropriate records to assist other 
agencies in arranging for their joint use or exchange. 


Section 9. The heads of the respective Federal agencies shall make such 
reports concerning activities within the purview of this order as may be required 
by the President. 


The American Council on Education has contracted Leaders Program to be 
with the Department of State to conduct a program for foreign Operated by Council 


leaders visiting the United States. Each of the 225 leaders 

who will be referred to the Council will spend from 45 to 90 days in the United 
States. Their interests will be varied but will include education, art, music, 
and other fields. 


This activity will be guided by a newly-appointed Council Committee on the 
Leaders Program. Dr. William S. Carlson, President, State University of New York, 
will be chairman of the Committee. Dr. Francis J. Brown will assume direction of 
the program as his primary responsibility. 


This program has tremendous potential in developing international under- 
standing among leaders in both the United States and in foreign countries. 
During the year, representatives from more than 60 countries will visit our 
institutions of higher education and other cultural institutions and organizations. 


Through cooperation with institutions, organizations and individuals at the 
local level, it is anticipated that an opportunity will be provided for each 
leader to observe and perhaps participate in community activities--PTA meetings, 
social and fraternal groups and others. The program will thus provide an 
opportunity both for an interpretation and understanding of the countries from 
which the leaders come and for interpreting American life and institutions to 
them. It is hoped that this activity will thus be of vital service to Council 
members and also to the general development of international understanding. 


In the March 17, 1954 issue of the Bulletin, Higher Education and National 
Affairs, (Vol. III, No. 7) it was stated that a portion of the leaders program 
for fiscal 1954 (to June 30, 1955) can not be completed unless Congress restores 
& portion of the reduction in the appropriation for the State Department Exchange 


of Persons Program. This reduction affects the part of the program for fiscal 
1955 which is administered by the State Department, since government salaries 
must be paid from the appropriation for the fiscal year for which it is 
‘appropriated. 


Funds for the Leaders Program to be conducted by the Council are from the 
fiscal 1954 appropriation, but since they will be transferred to the Council 
prior to the end of June 30, 1954, they can be spent throughout fiscal 1955 
ending June 30, 1955. 


However, unless the appropriation is restored by this Congress for fiscal 
1955, it will be impossible to continue the Leaders Program beyond June 30, 1955. 


New Commission Appointed Due to the expanding activities of the American 
in International Field Council on Education in the international field a 
Commission on Education and International Affairs 

has been appointed. President Herman B. Wells of Indiana University is Chair- 
man. The Commission will have general cognizance of all Council activities in 
the international field. It will also appraise needs and make recommendations 
to the Council regarding areas in which activities might well be developed. 
Dr. Brown, who will retain his status as Staff Associate of the Council, will be 
the staff member for this Commission. 


Since Dr. Brown's future responsibilities will be centered in the field of 
international education, a realignment of the duties of other Council staff 
members is in progress. As first steps, Staff Associate Frank C. Abbott has 
been assigned to work with the Problems and Policies Committee, and Staff 
Associate Raymond F. Howes has been assigned to assist the Committee on Relation- 
ships of Higher Education to the Federal Government. Complete reorganization 
will be completed as rapidly as possible. 


Congress Removes Tax Both the House and Senate approved the conference 
on Athletic Events version of the excise tax bill (H.R. 8224) and the 


measure was signed March 31 by President Eisenhower. 
A provision in this bill removes Federal taxes on admissions to athletic events 
between educational institutions during the regular athletic season. The 


exemption applies on tickets where the admissions occur on or after April l, 1954 


It is estimated that institutions of higher education have been paying $6,000,000 
annually in Federal admission taxes. 


Number of Veterans The Veterans Administration reports that in February 

Under PL 550 Goes Up there were 144,393 veterans enrolled in institutions 
of higher learning under P.L. 550, an increase of 

13,887 over the number in January. February enrollment of veterans under P.L. 346 

was 96,513, a decrease of 1,347 from the January figure. 
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